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Message from the Superintendent
Dear Walnut Valley  
Community,

First and foremost, a huge 
THANK YOU goes out to the 
entire Walnut Valley Unified 
School District community and 
family for another successful 
school year.  What a wonderful 
way to end the year…watching 
thousands of students promote 

on to middle school and high school, and graduate onto 
some of the finest post-secondary institutions in the 
world.  I thoroughly enjoyed the end of year programs 
and celebrations, and I am continually impressed with 
the parent and community support that pours out into 
our schools.  I am also incredibly proud of the ongoing 
accomplishments of our schools and district. The recent  
Best School Districts for Your Buck study, which ranked us 
as the very best school district in Southern California and 
the #6 overall school district out of more than 1,000 districts 
across all of California, is a tribute to the dedication of our 
staff, students, parents, and community… not to mention 
the numerous awards our schools recently received 
recognizing them as the finest schools in the state.  

As the school year ends, I tend to reflect on our 
organization as a whole and I think about, “What’s next?” 
for Walnut Valley.  It is extremely valuable for our students 
that we continue to educate the Whole Child …providing 
a well-rounded education that offers a rigorous academic 
program coupled with a focus on the arts, athletics, 
community service, and socio-emotional growth.  The 
District’s STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, 
and mathematics) initiative is one of the reasons that our 
students receive an education that is second to none in this 
21st Century learning environment.  

I recently had the opportunity to spend time with 
Brandon Busteed, the CEO for the Gallup Organization 
in Washington, D.C.  He emphasized the importance of 
schools being able to provide students with “real-world” 
programs, resources, facilities, and opportunities that are 
connected to the fields of science, technology, engineering, 
and math.  He cited global studies in which CEOs from the 
top companies in the world stressed the importance of 
potential employee candidates having hands-on STEAM-
type experiences …right in line with the direction we are 
headed as a school district.  Obviously, we want to continue 
to support this initiative and grow these opportunities for 
students.

Finally, but certainly as important as every other aspect 
of education, as the school year comes to an end, I hope 
that our staff, students, and families, can “slow down” and 
provide some balance into what is an extremely busy world.  
Current research stresses the importance of harmony in 
our lives.  I look forward to spending some quality time this 
summer with my wife and three children, including my 
oldest son who will be heading off to college in a couple of 
months … it really does go quickly!  

Thank you for the unparalleled support!
Dr. Robert P. Taylor

Evergreen Wins Prestigious  
Civic Learning Award

All three Walnut Valley middle schools – Chaparral,  
South Pointe, and Suzanne, have been named 2015 
California Gold Ribbon Schools – the state’s highest 
award recognizing excellence and innovation.

“These schools are academically successful, vibrant 
and innovative centers of learning and teaching,” said  
Tom Torlakson, the state superintendent of public 

instruction. “They provide great examples of the things 
educators are doing right – embracing rigorous academic 
standards, providing excellence and creativity in teaching, and 
creating a positive school climate.”

The prize went to only 373 of the 10,366 public schools in the 
state.  Gold Ribbon schools were cited for best practices that can 
be replicated by other schools. 

In addition, all three schools were selected as having 
Exemplary Programs in Arts Education. 

This was the first year the state issued Gold Ribbon awards 
that temporarily replace the California Distinguished 
Schools Program while officials create new assessment and 
accountability systems.

California Chief Justice Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye visited 
Evergreen Elementary to deliver a 2015 Civic Learning 
Award of Excellence for innovative educational 
programs on April 23.

Only three schools in the state earned the top prize 
from the Judicial Branch.

Forty kindergarten through fifth grade students took 
the stage to describe many activities from the school’s 
civic learning programs - Keys to Success Character 
Education, Conflict Mediators, and Student Council.

One student dressed as Patrick Henry delivered the 
powerful “give me liberty or give me death” speech from 
memory.

That was followed by a school-wide flash mob dance to 
Taylor Swift’s “Shake It Off,” demonstrating a technique 
taught by 4th and 5th grade mediators.

The Civic Learning Award is co-sponsored by the 
Judicial Branch and State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Tom Torlakson. 

Chief Justice Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye presented the 2015 
Civic Learning Award of Excellence to Evergreen Elementary 
Principal Carolyn Wills.

Outstanding, 
Innovative Schools
Gold Ribbon, the state’s highest 
award, goes to three schools

Best Schools for Your Buck

WVUSD #1 in So Cal!

Walnut Valley schools are the most impressive in 
Southern California according to the “Best School Districts 
for Your Buck” report issued June 29. WVUSD is ranked 
1st out of 153 unified and secondary school districts by 
the financial advisory organization NerdWallet. WVUSD 
is also ranked 6th in the entire state! School districts were 
analyzed based on affordability to live there, standardized 
test scores, college readiness, and class size.
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Diamond Bar High School
Athena Chen
Northwestern University, 4.0 GPA
Completed 11 AP courses. National Merit Winner; AP 
Scholar with Distinction. American Chemical Society 
Olympiad Qualifier Alternate 2014. Science Olympiad 
3rd place Experimental Design, 4th place Forensics. 1st 
place Biotech Design - National Qualifier 2015 Technology 
Student Association State Conference. Student of the Year 
- AP Chemistry. Edison Scholar. Science Olympiad and 
Easter Seals co-president, Varsity Swim, Key Club, CSF.
“All of my classes taught me the importance of teamwork 
and communication. I think that being able to project 
my ideas helps me to become successful in what I do, and 
all my teachers have taught me that well.”

Kali DeCambra
University of Southern California,  
Marshall School of Business, 4.0 GPA
Completed 7 AP courses. National Merit Winner, Top 
Ten, AP Scholar, Future Business Leaders of America 
(FBLA) National Qualifier.  Student Ambassadors - 3 years 
President and Founder, and Building New Hope for 4 years. 
Link Crew for 2 years - Secretary, TOTES Environmental 
Organization, FBLA and Musical Theatre for 2 years.
“I truly feel DBHS is such a warm and welcoming 
environment that encourages all students to pursue 
their passions. Teachers and staff consistently go above 
and beyond to inspire their students to work harder and 
be better.” 

Sabrina Liang
Wellesley College, 3.92 GPA
Completed 10 AP courses. UC Irvine Center of Ethics 
Francisco Ayala Scholar for Research, DBHS nominee for 
U.S. Senate Youth Program. California LEA District 4-L4 
President, U.S. Alternate for International Leo Program 
Advisory Panel for 2 years. Tennis for 4 years, Los 
Angeles County Junior Fair Board Senior Delegate 2-year 
program. We the People/AP Government President, GXF 
Debate for 4 years, Operation H20 Co-Founder.
“My goal is to become an expert in U.S. - China relations 
and help create future foreign policy that will be of true 
constructive, long-term benefit to this nation.”

Ruben Reyes, Jr.
Harvard University, 3.95 GPA
Completed 10 AP courses. Palomares League All Academic 
- Cross Country. Student of the Year - English II Honors.  
Cross Country Most Improved Runner. Best Buddies for 4 
years-Co-President, Class Committee for 4 years - Social 
Chairman. Cross Country and Track and Field for 3 years.  
“My AP Environmental Science class implemented 
xeriscaping, the process of replacing grasses with 
drought tolerant plants, to bring environmental change 
and awareness. We dug up grass and cleared the area 
for days - even in the rain before senior prom and the 
morning after the night of dancing. I felt that I had a 
hand in giving something tangible back to the campus 
that has given me so much!”

Walnut High School
Jefferey Huang
Harvard University, 3.97 GPA
Completed 9 AP Courses. CIF Champion for Character, 
Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership, Basketball Hall of 
Fame. FBLA Business Communications 2nd place 
National Conference, 1st place State Conference. Hoops 
for Hope – Founder and President, Publications for 4 
years - Editor-in-Chief, Basketball for 4 years-Captain, 
Class Cabinet, Interact for 4 years-President.
“My favorite WHS memory is meeting the people I’m 
glad to call my best friends. Although my career plans 
are not set, I’d like to merge my interests in science and 
technology with my passion for community work and 
development.”

Louisa Lee
Northwestern University, 4.0 GPA
Completed  6 AP Courses. IB Diploma Candidate. Kiwanis 
Award for Science 2015, AP Scholar with Distinction, MVP 
at Mock Trial Competition 2012. Best Solo for Southern 
California Marching Band Competition. National 
Honor Society for 4 years-Member, Mock Trial – 3 years, 
Attorney, Band Buddies – 2 years, Cabinet Member.
“As a member of Band Buddies, I was able to share the 
joy of making music with fifth graders from neighboring 
elementary schools. I felt as though I was able to leave a 
legacy at WHS for the future band students and motivate 
children to continue their musical careers.”

Samantha Wu
University of California Los Angeles, 4.0 GPA
Completed 8 AP Courses. 2nd Place Business Procedures, 
6th Place Local Chapter Annual Business Report – 2015 
FBLA State Conference. AP Scholar with Honor. FBLA 
for 3 years - Vice President of Projects. Future Scientists 
& Engineers of America for 2 years-Member. Walnut 
Animal Group and Key Club 2 years, Member.
“I intend on majoring in engineering in college and 
becoming an environmental engineer in the future. One 
day, I want to play an active role in solving the climate 
crisis and ensuring the sustainability of the world.”

Ted Zhu
Harvard University, 4.0 GPA
Completed 10 AP Courses. Coca-Cola Scholar. Edison 
Scholar. 12-time Southern California Science Olympiad 
state medalist. 1st place Chemistry Olympiad, Southern 
California section. 1st place Sports Writing at Southern 
California and Eastern Los Angeles Journalism 
Education Association.  2-time Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association Silver Crown winning staff member. 
Hoofprint newspaper for 4 years, Co-Editor-in-chief. 
Science Olympiad for 4 years- President.  
“I hope to work at the intersection of health science, 
journalism, and education advocacy to give people 
the information that will enable them to make better 
decisions about their health.”

SPORTS Update 
Diamond Bar High School: Track MVP Austin Warrington-100m, 200m, 4x100 
relay Palomares League champion, Isaiah Austin-110 hurdles league champion; 
both advanced to California Interscholastic Federation-Southern Section (CIF-SS) 
finals. Boys Swim-league champions. Kathleen Gani competed at CIF state finals. 
Boys Tennis-league champions, advanced to CIF-SS quarterfinals. Individually, 
Neil Tengbumroong qualified for CIF sectionals. Boys Golf-league champions. 
Jefferson Kao competed at CIF state final. Undefeated, Badminton won 4th 
consecutive CIF championship. Gwen Wang & Jasmine Huang-2nd in Women’s 
Doubles, Vinson Chiu & Ambrose So-1st,Tim Chiu & Justin Lam-2nd place.

Walnut High School: Hacienda League MVPs: Cody Dye-Baseball, Rami 
Abdou-Golf, Jerry Chen-Boys Swim, Theresa Lo-Girls Swim, Henry Tang-Tennis, 
Aaron Yong & Mathew Mai-Doubles Tennis, Millen Trujillo-Boys Track, Kayla 
Richardson-Girls Track. Hacienda League Champions - Baseball, Boys and 
Girls Track and Field, Boys and Girls Swim, Boys Tennis, Boys Golf. Jerry Chen-
Individual CIF Champion in the 100m backstroke and Medley Relay champion 
with Alex Neoh, Derek Wan, and Ashcon Dejbakhsh. Baseball - CIF runner up. 
Kayla Richardson-CIF champion in 100m and 200m, qualified for state finals. 

Impressive  
   Grad Stats:

Super Star 
       Seniors

Nearly 1,500 seniors took part in commencement ceremonies held on May 28.  
We are proud to introduce a few of our stellar students!

84 
- IB Diploma Candidates

     35  - 4.0 GPA all 4 years 

National Merit Winners:
DBHS: Saakib Akbany, Michelle Lyu, Zen Chen, Kali DeCambra, Athena Chen,  

Shyam Hassan, and Jordan Wong.

WHS:  Andrew Lee, Joanne Hao, and Xiang Li, Jackson Deng 
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Construction UPDATE
Thanks for your support of Bond Measures S & Y!
Construction and modernization projects are maintaining 
excellence in our Walnut Valley schools.

Walnut High School

Pool Renovation

Coming
Soon!

Chaparral Middle School Modernization
n Skylights and teaching walls in classrooms

n Light fixtures in classrooms and corridors

n Hallway lockers

n Metal door frames 

n Windows in corridors

n HVAC ductwork in multi-purpose room

n Restroom rough plumbing, ceramic tile walls

n Drywall installation in front offices

n Network cabling 

n Insulation walls and drywall 

n Alarm and fire sprinklers

Chaparral Music Building

n Rough plumbing for 
 restrooms, drinking 
 fountains 

n Roof installation 

n Exterior insulation 
 panels

n Structural steel  

n Metal decking, 
 interior/exterior 
 wall framing 

n Roofing and HVAC curbs

n Exterior insulation panels 

Chaparral Food Service Building
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Follow us on Twitter!
School and District News @WVUSD_Tweet
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City of Industry, CA

Food Trucks are coming  
to Walnut this summer

Join us for WVEF First Friday Food Truck events 
on July 10 and August 7 at the district offices 
located at 880 S. Lemon Avenue in Walnut.  These 
family fun nights are held each month from  
5:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  

Tee Up for Education!  
WVEF will host its annual golf tournament 

on September 3 at Industry Hills Golf 
Club in the Pacific Palms Resort with  
a 10:00 a.m. shotgun start.  Contact Bob Pacheco at 
walnutedfoundation@gmail.com for details. 

To learn more about Walnut Valley Schools visit our website at                                                        www.wvusd.k12.ca.us

IMPORTANT  
DATE:

2015-2016 School Year Begins:  
Monday, August 17

Making the World a 
Better Place. . .
C.J. Morris third graders did their part 
to help make a home for a U.S. veteran during 
Memorial Day weekend. Youngsters served lunch 
to 20 volunteers at the Pomona Valley Habitat 
for Humanity construction site in Walnut.  Six 
youngsters made ham and cheese sandwiches, 
assembled the lunches, and walked to the 
construction site with parents and teachers just a 
few blocks away. 

“My main goal is that the students will go through 
life with a giving heart knowing that the world will 
be a better place because of it,” said third grade 
teacher Lisa Peterson.

Castle Rock students took action to assist 
the American Red Cross relief effort in Nepal.  When 
Jorge Arauz’ class watched a CNN student report 
about the devastating earthquake, one of his global 
students spoke up about the IB attitude of empathy.  
Fifth grader Kathryn Guh and friends decided to 
research the country and earthquake details. They 
set up an informational table at lunch May 11-15 and 
collected change from schoolmates totaling $138.92. 

Twelve IB attitudes are woven into the daily school 
life and become second nature to the children.

Maple Hill students enjoy a new library 
media center that opened this spring.

The wonderful reading room was 
created from two connecting portables 
with fiction and non-fiction spaces.  
A grassroots campaign funded new 
carpet, paint, furniture, ceiling tiles, and 
shelving.  Additional “wish list” books 
will be purchased this summer.

“It was all a school effort with lots 
of support from our parents and 
community,” said Principal Nancy 
Stingley.  The renovation wasn’t part of 
the school modernization plan.

A Maple Hill 82-year-old grandfather 
and artist, Cor Grieve, painted vivid 
murals making the library a one-of-a 
kind reading sanctuary.  He’s added 10 
paintings around the campus in the past 
two years.

Read All About It!

Maple Hill Opens New Library

“We wanted to make sure that when we did the library that it would be 
a fun place for students to come - and such a lively place they wouldn’t 
want to leave,” Stingley said. 

South Pointe Marks 
25th Anniversary

South Pointe showed its Panther Pride during a 25th 
anniversary celebration and re-dedication. Original 
staff and students joined the milestone occasion.  Choir 
members performed “Wind Beneath My Wings” as a 
tribute to the 1989 school dedication!

3 Seniors Receive 
Surprise Scholarships

Southern California Edison representatives surprised 
DBHS senior Michelle Lyu with a coveted $40,000 scholarship 
award during 5th period yearbook class on April 15. 

WHS senior Ted Zhu was presented with the oversized 
SCE check during 2nd period publications class. “It was 
honestly very exciting!” he said. Parents and school leaders 
joined the special announcements. 

DBHS senior Athena Chen received her award letter a 
couple days later while studying at home. “I never get mail 
and this was from Edison. It was nerve-wracking - I had to re-
read it a couple times just to make sure!” Athena looked up 
and saw her father videotaping her reaction and exclaimed, 
“You knew!” 

A total of 30 high school seniors were named 2015 Edison 
Scholars by Edison International, the parent company of 
SCE. Over 2,700 seniors pursuing STEM education applied 
for the award.

“Follow your dreams because they can come true!”  
Lyu said.

Accomplishments  
 & Accolades...

DBHS freshman wins 
congressional art contest
Diamond Bar High freshman Hailey Shi, 
shown above, won the 2015 Congressional Art 
Competition in the 39th District.  Her 1st place 
design “Flying with Hope” will be on display for 
one year in the U.S. Capitol.

Diamond Bar’s HOSA receives state 
leadership award
Diamond Bar’s Health Occupations Students 
of America (HOSA) Club was voted “Most 
Professional Health Occupations Chapter” in the 
state at the March 26 conference.

Suzanne Orchestra & Band win gold
Suzanne’s Challenger Band and Orchestra 
received gold ratings at the World Strides Heritage 
Festival in San Francisco. 

Walnut FBLA Going to Nationals
Walnut High’s Future Business Leaders of America 
(FBLA) team took 3rd place Sweepstakes at the 
state contest... students qualified for nationals.

Math Field Day winners
Elementary and middle school mathletes won 27 
medals during the 2015 Los Angeles County Math 
Field Day, 5th and 7th grade teams named overall 
champions. 

State Science Olympiad Medals
Congratulations to medal winners at the 2015 
California State Science Olympiad Tournament 
held April 4. Walnut High’s team brought home 
4th place - its best finish ever - in the Division C 
contest with 30 competitive high school teams.  
The Chaparral team took 5th place, up 14 levels 
from last year!

Best High Schools again!
U.S. News & World Report once again ranked 
Diamond Bar and Walnut High Schools among the 
best in the nation in the 2015 Best High Schools 
report released in May.  Diamond Bar earned a 
gold medal, ranking 65th in the state and 348th in 
the nation.  Walnut received silver medal status, 
ranking 105th in the state and 542nd in the nation. 


